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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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The Bones of Peter 


By Dr. W. A. Criswell, Pastor First Baptist Church, Dallas 


Simon Peter is addressed by our Lord Jesus in the six- 
teenth chapter of Matthew in these words: 


“And I say unto thee, that thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt 


loose on earth shall be loosed in| — 


heaven,” 

Because of this passage, there 
is a vast system of religion built 
upon Simon Peter. Three things 
in this ecclesiastical system are 
avowed about him. 

1, That Peter ruled the church. 

2. That Peter ruled the church 
in Rome. Jerome (d. 240 A.D.) de- 
clared that Peter, after being first 
bishop at Antioch, and after la- 
boring in Pontus, Galatia, Asia, 
Cappadocia, and Bithynia, went 
to Rome in the second year of 
Claudius (about 42 A. D.) to op- 
pose Simon Magus, and was bis- 
hop of that church for 25 years, 
finally being crucified head down- 
ward in the last year of Nero's 
reign (67 A, D.) and was buried 
on the Vatican hill. 

3. That Peter’s tomb and his 
bones are under the high altar of 
St. Peter’s church in Rome. 

There is no intimation in the 
Scriptures that the words of our 
Saviour addressed to Simon Peter 
made him ruler and head of the 
church, In the Greek ‘there is a 
play upon his name—“Thou art 
Petros (a stone) and upon this 
petra (a stratum of stone) I will 
build my church.” First Peter 2:5 
says, “Ye also, as living stones, 
are built up a spiritual house.” 
First Corinthians 3:11 says, “For 
other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus.” 
The meaning is self-evident. The 
foundation, “the petra,” upon 


which Christ will build His church 


Dr. W. A. Criswell 


is His deity, which Simon Peter 
has just confessed upon a revela- 
tion from the Father. The stones 


out of which Christ will erect His 


church are believing disciples, one 
of whom is Peter himself. 

The keys of the kingdom here 
given to Peter as a representa- 
tive disciple, with the authority 
of binding and loosing, are given 
to all the disciples in Matthew 
18:18 and in John 20:23. 


Peter in the Early Churches 


Was Peter ever the ruler of the 
church? of any church any time, 
any place? Not that anybody 
knows of. The pastor and leader 
of the church at Jerusalem was 
James, the Lord’s brother (Acts 
42 :1T:. 16313-2123 21:18; ‘Gal. 2:9). 


(Continued on page 2) 


LIVING LOVE 


By the late Rev. John Robertson, D.D. 
(An eminent preacher of Scotland) 


“Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; 


to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”—Rev. 1:5, 6 


John is in Patmos for the Word of God and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ—blessed reason for being any- 
where. His feet are on the silver sands of the Aegean Sea, 
and it is the hour when thought is born. The sunset is cast- 
ing the long shadows of the headland into the ocean, and 
John in his exile is taking a walk with his God in the cool 
of the evening. And his heart takes its flight to Ephesus 
where his flock is; and from Ephesus takes its flight to 


Heaven where his Saviour i is. 


And what was that? Was it] 


the wind lifting up the sand of 
the seashore and playing with it 
as with an Aeolian harp? or was 
it the moaning of the waves round 
yonder cliffs? -or was it the 
scream of yon seabird? or was it 
the echo of the revelry in the 


fishing village of Patmos, where a 
- wedding was tonight? 


It is the echo of the heavenly 
harping that John hears. There 
comes struggling by the stars in- 


to this dull, foggy, sin-laden at-. 


mosphere four bars of the divinest 
music that he ever heard. And he 
catches them, for he has got an 
ear, John, for the heavenly harp- 
ing. He catches the lilt, and go- 
ing home he bends over the grow- 
ing manuscript of Revelation, and 
with his stylus he puts down what 
he -heard for his own practicing 
and for yours and mine. This is 
what they are singing on high, and 


what we are training for here. 

“Can you play the fiddle, John?” 
said the minister to the northern 
boy. pre 

“I dinna ken, sir; I never tried,”’ 
said he. 

“Ah, my boy, if you never tried 
that difficult instrument, you may 
just as well say you cannot do it.” 

So, if you never tried to hum 
over on earth the bars of this 
song that they-sing in Heaven, you 
cannot do it, that is all. You can- 
not take your place in Heaven’s 
choir without the practicing. The 
Conductor will look after that. He 
is not to have His name and fame 
bespattered through you, You will 
have to get it up on earth; you 
will have to practice it, and have 
all your mistakes over before the 
Conductor taps with His baton 
for the orchestra of Heaven to 


(Continued on page 4) 


The Judgmen 


By the late Baxter F. McLendon, Evangelist 


Bennettsville, South Carolina 


“Prepare to meet thy God.”—Amos 4:12. 


This is one of the texts of Scripture that startles when- 
ever it faces us. The Jewish government was a theocracy, and 
therefore, a violation either of the civil or the ecclesiastical 
law was treason against Almighty God. 


Of all sins of Israel there was 
none that was higher treason 
against God than was the sin of 
idolatry and conformity to the na- 
tions by whom they were sur- 
rounded. Now Israel had backslid- 
den and lost out and had gone off 
after these strange gods. They had 
mixed, mingled, and commingled 
with these surrounding nations; 
they had violated God’s law and 
had broken His commandments. 

Now God speaks through His 
prophet, Amos, to these disobedi- 
ent people and tries to show them 
something of what had been done 
in their behalf. He said: 

“I have called you in the days 
of your prosperity and you would 
not repent. I have called you in 
your adversity and you would not 
repent; I have called you in peace 
when there was no enemy at your 
gate; in the days of peace ‘you 
would not repent; then when the 
armies of ithe enemies came and 
blood flowed like a river, and you 
would not repent. I called you in 
the days of health and you would 
not repent. I called you in afflic- 


THE EDITOR'S 
NOTES 


By John R. Rice 


We are now in a city-wide cam- 
paign at Clarksburg, West Vir- 
ginia, in the Carmichael Auditor- 
ium, The churches backing the 
campaign are principally small and 
scattering. We have found it nec- 
essary to build up from small 
crowds. However, crowds have 
been growing, conviction has been 
deepening, Christians are getting 
under the burden. This is written 
on Wednesday, May 17. The cam- 
paign goes through May 28 at 
least. 

With me are Mr. and Mrs. War- 


-|ren Steward of Los Angeles, and 


Mr. Albert A. Lane of New Bruns- 
wick. It is a rich blessing to have 
these sweet singers and musicians. 
The music is really wonderful. 
We have great color and variety. 
Mr. Steward is a fine young song 
leader, He and Mrs. Steward sing 
beautifully. together and she is a 
good pianist. Mr. Lane is a really 
extraordinary pianist, besides good 
singer and sweet spirit. These 
musicians are proving wonderfully 
popular here, They help in soul 
winning and in much of the pro- 
motion and spiritual work of the 
campaign. I praise the Lord for 
their help. 

We go to LaGrange, Georgia, 
for a city-wide campaign, spon- 
sored by the principal churches 
and pastors June 4-18. We want 
your prayers and hope to see 
many of our friends in that area 
drive in for the services. 


Summer Conferences Nearly Here! 

June 25-July 2 THE SworpD oF 
THE Lorp, conference at Lake Ar- 
rowhead (nine miles from Bing- 
hamton, New York) will be held. 
Evangelist Bill Rice will be in 
charge, Dr. Harry Clarke and Al- 
bert Lane will have charge of the 
music, with the assitance of popu- 
lar radio artists. I will be there 
Sunday through Friday, God will- 

. (Continued on page 8) 


tion when the plagues were upon 
you and you would not repent.” 

Here is a people with whom God 
exhausted every means of grace. 
He blockaded every path, He seem- 
ed to say, “I have taxed Heaven 
and there is nothing left for but 
prepare, and that quickly, to meet 
thy God.” 

People, just as God dealt with 
Israel in the long ago, just so God 
deals with individuals today; just 
as God called Israel away back 
in the centuries gone by, He is 
calling you today. I will not under- 
take to mention the many ways in 
which He calls, because the calls 
of God to man are as numerous as 
the stars of Heaven. God has call- 
ed every man of you who has 
crossed the line of responsibility. 
Some. he has called at the family 
altar; some he has called through 
the love of Mother; others through 
the Christian life of Father; many 
of you men God has called through 
the love and fidelity of a noble 
wife. When you see your children 
as they play around the home, 


with their round faces and chubby 


hands, it is a call from God. Yes, 
He has called you all your life 
through the voice of the church, 
through the Sunday school, prayer 
meetings, reading the Bible, gospel 
songs, pleading of pastors, and en- 
treaties of evangelists. 

Remember it is the great God 
who made this world, who num- 
bers the hairs of every head, who 
watches every step of your life and 
analyzes every motive of our be- 
ing. He says, “I have called and 
you have refused; I have stretch- 
ed out my hand and no man re- 
garded. But ye have set at naught 
all my counsel and would none 
of my reproof. I will also laugh 
at your calamity; I will mock 
when your fear cometh, Ye shall 
seek me and_ shall not find 
me.” Here is God’s call and man’s 


Baxter F. McLendon 


refusal, and man’s call and God's 
refusal. Oh, the tragedy of it! Oh, 
the heartbreak of it. The crime 
and shame of it! And God will 
have to say to some of you, “T 
have gone the limit; I will never 
put any more pressure on the 
means of grace. I will never bring 
any more to bear from Heaven. 
Now there is nothing left for you 
but to get ready to meet your God. 


Why Prepare 

Now I am going to tell you why 
every sane, intelligent man and 
woman should prepare to meet 
God: Because it is God you have to 
meet, not the president of ‘the 
United States, not the ruler of 
Germany, nor the king of England, 
or any other ruler; it is not 
Michael or Gabriel, or archangels 
or cherubim, but prepare to meet 
God, and not only God, but thy 
God, the God who made you, the 
God who fashioned your body, the 
God who created your soul, the 
God who preserved your being, the 
God who sent His Son to die for 
you; who gave His Spirit to con- 
vince you, and to enlighten you; 
the God who knows your secret 
thoughts; the God who knows 
your sensibilities, purposes, affec- 
tions, and will; who knows every 


(Continued on page 2) 


Singer and Pianist Available 
By John R., Rice, Editor 


Rev. and Mrs, Warren Steward 
of Los Angeles are now with the 
editor as song leader and pianist- 
secretary ina city-wide campaign 
in Clarksburg, West = Virginia. 


June 4-18 they will be with me at as 


LaGrange, Georgia. Then, God 
willing, they will begin with me 
the second Sunday in September 
at Manchester, Georgia, in a city- 


‘wide ‘campaign. 


However, from Tuesday, June 
20 through Sunday September 3, I 
will be busy in eight conferences, 


four conferences on revival spon- 


sored by THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
other conferences like Canadian 
Keswick Conference, the North- 


western Schools Conference at 


Medicine Lake, the Grand Manor 
Annual Camp Meeting in Penn- 
sylvania, and Rev, Bill Young’s 
conference. In THE SworD OF THE 
Lorp conferences we had already 
engaged musical help before I se- 
cured the fine help of Rev. and 
Mrs, Steward as members of my 
revival party, and the other con- 
ferences, of course, naturally have 
their own musical help. 

This means that Rev. and Mrs. 
Warren Steward, singer and pian- 
ist, gifted, spiritual, experienced 


The Stewards 


help, are available for revival 
work in the summer. I would like 
to have them with me one week, 
August 6-11, at THE SworpD oF 
THE LorpD Conference on Revival 
and Soul:Winning at the Baptist 
State Assembly Grounds, Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas. The rest of the 
summer I want them to be used in 
revival campaigns. 

Reputable evangelists with good 
revival plans who would like to 
use these young people in the 
summer, please write to: Evange- 
list John R. Rice, 214 West Wes- 
ley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 2, 1950 


The Bones of Peter 


(Continued from page 1) 


This Scriptural account of James 
is confirmed by Josephus in his 
Antiquities XX, 9,1, where James’ 
martyrdom is described. Josephus 
never heard of Simon Peter, but 
the Jewish historian knows all 
about the faithful pastor and 
leader of the Christian church in 
Jerusalem. 

Notice in Acts 8:14 that Peter is 
“sent” by the apostles along with 
John to Samaria. Peter is not 
doing the sending; somebody else 
is. 

Notice in Acts 15:14-21 that at 
the Jerusalem conference, after 
Peter made his speech and Paul 
and Barnabas made their speech- 
es, it is James who delivers the 
final verdict. 


Was Peter Ever in Rome? 


The second avowal of the Ro- 
man hierarchy concerning Peter 
is that he was bishop at Rome 
from 42 A. D. to 67 A. D. when 
he was crucified under Nero. If 
Peter was in Rome during those 
years, then the New Testament 
cannot be relied upon. There is 
not the faintest, slightest histori- 
cal foundation for the fiction that 
Peter ever saw the city’ of Rome. 


1. Paul was convertéd about 37 
A. D, He says in the first chapter 


of Galatians (Gal. 1:13-18) that» 
after his conversion he went into». 


Arabia, “then after three years I 
went up to Jerusalem to see 
Peter, and abode with him fif- 
teen days.” This takes us to 40 
A. D., and Peter is still in Jeru- 
salem. 


2. Sometime during those days 
Peter made his missionary jour- 


ney through the western part#of: 


Judea, to Lydda, to Joppa, to Cae- 
sarea, and back to Jerusalem 
(Acts 9, 10, 11). Then came the 
imprisonment under Herod Agrip- 
pa I and the miraculous deliver- 
ance by the angel of the Lord 
(Acts 12). Peter then “went down 
from Judea to Caesarea and there 
abode” (Acts 12:19). Herod Agrip- 
pa died not long after these 
events (Acts 12:20-23). Josephus 
says that the death of Agrippa 
occurred in the fourth year of 
the reign of Claudius. This would 
be about 45 A.D., and Peter is 
still in Palestine. 


3. Paulgwrites,.in the second 
chaptefief Galatians that four- 
teen* years after. his first visit to 
Jerusalem to visit Simon Peter 
he went again to see him. The 
first journey was 40 A.D.; four- 
teen years later brings us to 54 
A.D., and Peter is still in Pales- 
tine. 

4. Peter returns the visit and 
goes to Antioch where Paul is 
working. This occasioned the fam- 
ous interview between the two 
recorded in Galatians 2:11-14. 
Peter is still in the Orient, not 
in Rome. 

o. After 54 A.D; and after the 
Antioch visit, the Apostle Peter 
makes an extensive missionary 
journey or journeys throughout 
the Roman provinces of the East. 
On these missionary tours Peter 
takes his wife (I Cor, 9:5). They 
labor in Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 
docia, Asia, and Bithynia. So vast 
a work and so great a territory 
must have consumed several years. 
This would take us, therefore, to 
at least 60 A.D., and Peter and 
his wife are still not in Rome but 
in the East. 

6. In about 58 A.D. Paul wrote 
a letter to the church at Rome. In 
the last chapter of that epistle, 
Paul salutes twenty-seven per- 
sons, but he never mentions Si- 
mon Peter. If Peter were “gov- 
erning” the church at Rome, it 
is most strange that Paul should 
never refer to him. 

Romans 1:13 shows that the 
church at Rome was a Gentile 
church, At the Jerusalem confer- 
ence (Gal. 2:9), it was agreed that 
Peter should go to the Jews and 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Entered as second-class matter at the 
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Paul to the Gentiles. 

The gospel ministry of Paul was 
motivated by a great principle 
which he clearly repeats in Ro- 
mans 15:20: “Yea, so have I striv- 
ed to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ was named, lest I should 
build upon another man’s foun- 
dation.” A like avowal is made in 
I Corinthians 10:15, 16. Where no 
other apostle had been, there Paul 
wanted to go. Having written this 
plainly to the people at Rome, his 
desire to go to the Roman city 
would be inexplicable if Peter 
were already there, or had been 
there for years. 

7. Paul’s first Roman imprison- 
ment took place abut 60 A.D, to 
64 A.D. From his prison the Apos- 
tle to the Gentiles wrote four let- 
ters—Ephesians, Philippians, Co- 
lossians, Philemon. In these let- 
ters he mentions many of his fel- 
low Christians who are in the 
city, but he never once refers to 
Simon Peter. 


8. Paul’s second Roman impri- 
sonment brought him martyrdom. 
This occurred about 67 A.D, Just 
before he died Paul wrote a let- 
ter to Timothy,;our “II Timothy.” 
In that final letter the apostle 
mentions many people but plain- 
ly says.that “only Luke is with 
me.” There is never a reference to 
Peter. 


We have gone throughout those 
years of 42 A.D. to 67 A.D., the 
years Peter is supposed to have 
been the prince ands: bishop and 
ruler’ of,«the _church” at Rome. 
Thére is not a suggestion any- 
wheré’that-such a thing was true. 
Rather, the New Testament clear- 


Jy and plainly dénies the fiction. 


Babylon and Rome 

In I Peter 5:13, Peter Says, 
“The church that is at Babylon 
saluteth you.” Some suppose “Ba- 
bylon” is ‘a cryptic word for Rome. 

There is no evidence that Rome 
was ever called “Babylon” until 
after the Book of the Revelation 
was written, The Revelation was 
written about 95 A.D., many years 
after the death of Simon Peter. 
If I Peter 5:13 refers to Rome, 


then Simon Peter did not write 
the letter and we have a forgery 
in the Bible. 

Peter’s method and manner of 
writing are in no sense apocalyp- 
tic. He is direct and matter-of- 
fact. That this man Peter, plain 


of speech almost to bluntness» 


should interject into the midst of 
his personal explanations and 
final salutations such a mystical 
epithet, with no hint of what he 
means by it, is beyond credulity. 
Peter says the elect in Babylon 
send greetings to the Jews of 
the Dispersion in Galatia, Cappa- 
docia, Asia, and Bithynia, “Baby- 
lon” is no more cryptic than “Pon- 
tus,” “Asia,” or the rest. He means 
what he says. His “Babylon” is 
the Babylon on the Euphrates. It 
is a part of that eastern world 
where Peter lived his life and did 
his work. : 

Babylon in the time of Simon 
Peter was no longer a great world 
capital, but it was still inhabited 
by a.colony of people, mostly 
Jews. Among those Hebrew friends 
he won many to Christ, and those 
Jewish Christians sent greetings 
to their fellow-Jewish Christians 
in Asia Minor where Peter had 
previously done a blessed mission- 
ary work. 

Unbiased historians and the 
Scriptural records indicate that 
Peter died and was buried either 
in Mesopotamia or Asia Minor. 
The Pope of Rome will be able 
to find plenty of bones beneath 
the Vatican hills, where : Chris- 
tians by the thousands were mur- 
dered and buried by pagan and 
papal. persecutors back when 
Rome ruled the world. But these 
bones prove nothing except that 
the Roman hierarchy is frantic 
in its efforts to find something 
that will give a semblance of jus- 
tification to their false claims that 
Peter was connected with the 
papal system. 

Peter was never in Rome. Nor 
was he ruler over any church. 
Nor did he have any keys to give 
to anybody else to hand down to 
others. He was a stone, one out of 
many with which God is building 
His spirtual house in earth and 
in heaven. 

From April 13, 1950 Baptist 
Standard. 


The Judgment 


(Continued from page 1) 
covered up, hidden, veneered-over 
sin in your life, and every wick- 
ed word that you ever uttered, 
and every wieked thought that 
ever percolated through your 
brain; the One who knows al 
about those dark deeds in the 
dead of the night—tthat is the God 
you are to meet; who knows all 
about your life and character, a 
God who doesn’t play any favor- 
ites; who is no respecter of per- 
sons; a God who cannot look upon 
sin with any degree of allowance; 
the God whose love you _ have 
spurned; whose mercy you have re- 
jected; whose Spirit you 
grieved—that is the God you are 
to meet. 

If the Bible is true, every per- 
son sitting here before me will one 
of these days stand in the presence 
of the Almighty God. When, I do 
not know, I only know that the 
judgment day is set and death is 
on our tracks and eternity § is 
hanging out yonder in view, and 
our lamp of life will soon be ex- 


tinguished, and our race will soon. 


be run, and we will drift out with 
the tide, and stand in the presence 
of the Kings of kings and Lord of 
lords. 

Where is the meeting place? I 
don’t know, but the day will come 
when the law of gravitation will 
be unanchored, the world moved 
out of its place, and underneath it 
for the floor the air will be made 
buoyant by the hand of the Al- 
mighty God, and the architecture 
of atmospheric galleries will be 
strong enough to hold up worlds. 
It may be ten years from today 
for some of us; ten months from 
today for many of us; ten hours 


der|from today, no doubt, for some 


of us; I cannot say, I only know 


Kansas, | that we are rushing to the ceme- 


Street, 
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tery and the presence of God. 
Brother, if the meeting should 

take place tonight, are you ready? 

If Jesus Christ should split the sky 


and break in on the world, in the 


glory of His form, the glory of His 
omnipotence, in the glory of His 
holiness, justice and love, with all 
the holy angels would you be 
prepared to stand in the presence 


have | out 


of an unveiled and uncovered God 
as He descended to meet the hu- 
man race in an interview? 

You say, “I am as good as the 
average.” That may be true, but 


alljyou are not going to be judged 


by the average. 

You say, “I never did anyone 
any harm.” 

That has nothing to do with the 
case. There is many a rattlesnake 
lying out yonder in the hills of 
North Carolina that has never 
done anyone any harm. A mad dog 
dashes down the street with his 
eyes. green and foam flying out 
of his mouth. He has never 
done anyone any harm, but you 
are not going to let your child 
fondle and play with him because 
he hasn’t. There is no difference 
between being wrong and doing 
wrong, and the reason you do 
wrong is because you are wrong, 
and the reason you are wrong is 
because you won't yield to God. 
And if you are prepared to meet 
God it is because you are a Chris- 
tian. 

You say, “I am a moral man.” 

Morality is not Christianity. You 
can be a moral man and not be a 
Christian, but you can’t be a 
I} Christian and not be a moral man. 
The men who crucified Jesus pass- 
ed off as moral men, too. 


Judgment Inevitable 
This meeting is inevitable, “for 
we must all appear before the 


judgment seat of Christ, that one} 


may receive the things done in 


his body according to that he} 


hath done, whether it be good or 
bad”—you and I, good and bad, 
saint and sinner, millionaire and 
pauper, society woman and wash- 
woman, general and private, white 
and black, of every stratum of so- 
ciety and every walk of life. What 
reversals of all earthly conditions, 
what shattering of conventionali- 
ties, what upheaval of social posi- 
tions! The king will be there 
without his sceptre, the soldier 
without his uniform, the bishop 
without his authority, the million- 
aire without his gold, the convict 
without his chains, the beggar 


MEET US AT 
LAKE ARROWHEAD! 
June 25 through July 2 

This year Dr John R, Rice, Dr. 
Harry ‘D)-Clarkée«and I will con- 
duct a conference on evangelism 
at’Weautiful Lake Arrowhead in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
Pennsylvania. Rev. Paul Griffis, 
widely-known pastor of The Little 
White Church of Conklin, New 
York, is the able director of this 
up-and-coming conference ground. 

We feel honored to open this 
season’s conferences, and here and 
now invite you to plan to meet us 
at Lake Arrowhead, June 25 
through July 2. 

A hearty invitation has been 
extended. 

BILL RICE 
Associate Editor 
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without, his rags. You may not 
be .ready. to meet God, you may 
not want ‘to meet Him, you may 
call upon the rocks and the 
mountains and the hills to fall up- 
on you and hide you from His 
face. They won’t do it. The edict 
of God Almighty has gone forth; 
you shall meet Him. It may be 
death and eternal Hell for you tto 
meet Him, but you must meet 
Him. Now, since it is a fact, will 
you slight all of God’s warnings 
that He has given you, live as you 
live, and die unprepared, and go 
into God’s presence without any 
preparation at all? Now, you are 
a free moral agent and God and 
the Bible and Christ and eternity 
cannot save you against your will. 

Now I want to ask you, do you 
propose to live in sin and in ini- 
quity and serve the Devil and go 


to the judgment with your tatter. 
ed filthy garments of sin and cor- 
ruption, with the blood on your 
feet instead of your heart? Will 


|you go right into the presence of 
|jthe great .God unwashed, and un- 


regenerated, and unpardoned, and 
unsaved? Every day performs a 
funeral ogee down to the grave, 
and up to ae and without Jesus 
Christ you. are-absolutely unpre- 
pared. The Book says that “it is 
appointed unto man once to die.” 
Now you may not believe that it 
is appointed unto man once to die. 
I can walk these streets and see 
the caved-in chests and emaciated 
faces with eyes sunken in the sock- 
ets of their heads and I_ say, . 
‘What does that mean?” That tthe 
Bible is true; “it is appointed un- 
to man once to die.” 

I go .out to your hospital and 
see it filled with pale-faced, suf- 
fering humanity. What does it 
mean? “It is appointed unto man 
once to die.” I go to your under- 
taker’s shops and I see caskets and 
coffins. What does it mean? “It 
is appointed unto man once to 
die.” I see the funeral processions 
tramp, tramp, tramp, down the 
streets of your city; what does it 
mean? “It is appointed unto man 
once to die.” I go out-yonder to 
your cemeteries and see _ those 


(Continued on page 4) 
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THE PRICE OF CIGARETTES 


I paused at the refreshment corner of the hotel lobby 
last night and asked the young lady behind the counter how 
much a package of cigarettes cost. She told me that most 
popular brands now sell for 21 cents a pack. 


But according to the January 
issue of Reader’s Digest a pack- 
age of cigarettes cost a habitu- 
al smoker far more than 21 cents. 
The Digest published an article 
by Dr. Roger William Riis in 
which he reports the latest find- 


ings on the cigarette habit. Ac-. 


cording to Dr. Riis, who was a 
heavy smoker himself before be- 
ginning his research work for the 
article, medical authorities believe 
that just one cigarette may ac- 
tually cost the smoker 34.6 min- 
utes of his life! 


“Do Thyself No Harm” 


When the Philippian jailer drew 
out his sword to commit suicide, 
Paul cried out, “Do thyself no 
harm.” Then he explained why. As 
a result the man’s life was spared 
and little later his soul was saved. 


Unfortunately the case against 
tobacco is neither as dramatic or 
as easily perceived as is the danger 
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while maintaining its two 
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its ministry to Lebanon. There 
homeless Mohammedan boys find 
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_ for and won through the 
Homes in China. Truly 
@ modern day miracle! 
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BS MM ministry by writing for free 
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of falling on a sword. But the 
danger involved in smoking is ac- 
tually as real and may actually 
be as hazardous. Do thyself no 
harm, leave cigarettes alone. 

Let me give you some facts taken 
from the article “How Harm- 
ful Are Cigarettes?” by Dr. Riis. 
Remember, Dr. Riis was a heavy 
smoker before making the study 
for this report. He smoked two 
packages (40 cigarettes) a day. 
Therefore, naturally, he would 
have been prejudiced in favor of 
tobacco before beginning this re- 
search. 


Money Going Up In Smoke 

We have all heard the expression 
that someone’s money is “Going up 
in smoke.” About four billion dol- 
lars of American money is going up 
in smoke every year! Four billion 
dollars! That is twice as much as 
the combined salaries of all the 
public school teachers in the US. 
put together. Yet about four bil- 
lion dollars went up in the smoke 


P- |of some 400 billion cigarettes last 


year. Already there are 60 million 
smokers in the U. S. and about 
800,000 non-smokers join the smok- 
ing rank each year. This means 
that two out of every three men, 
two out of every five women and 
one out of every seven boys who 
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Is Jesus 
God? 


a warmth of heart. 
The first two chapters are 


> 


Resurrection of Jesus Christ; 


In many ways this is one of 
Dr. Rice’s most unusual books. It 
was written to answer a specific 
need—the need for an answer to 
modernism, skepticism about Christ 
and the Bible, written in simple 
language yet packed with logical 
and scholarly proof, sweetened with 


letters written to a modernist who 
heard Dr. Rice preach and wrote 
to protest that modernists should be included among Chris- 
tian brethren and their views respected. 

Other chapters: The Virgin-Born Saviour; Old Testa- 
ment Prophecies Miraculously Fulfilled 


Modernist? This last chapter will give you a real insight 
into the problem of modernism, and will show the modernist 
himself, if he is honest, why he believes as he does. The 
other three deal with the virgin birth, fulfilled prophecy, and 
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have reached the age of 14 are 
cigarette smokers. They smoke an 
average of 19 cigarettes each dai- 
ly. | 


Cigarettes Harm The Throat 

Some doctors argue as to wheth- 
er smoking irritates the throat. 
But no doctor claims that smoking 
helps the throat. The person who 
averages a pack a day drenches 
his throat with 27 fluid ounces of 
tobacco tar containing benzo-py- 
rene in one year’s time. He also 
takes in a quantity of nicotine. 

Dr. J. L. Myers of Kansas City 
says, “Nicotine irritates the mucous 
membranes of the respiratory 
tract. Tobacco tar injures those 
membranes.” 


Therefore it is not a question of 
“whether” smoking injures the 
throat but “how much” it injures. 


Cigarettes Harm Nutrition 

Smoking tends to kill the ap- 
petite. Mayo Clinic specialist Dr. 
Walter C. Alvarez says, “When a 
man smokes excessively he is less 
likely to eat well.” And smoking 
can cause gastritis and ulcers of 
the stomach. The Ochsner Clinic in 
New Orleans refuses to treat a 
patient for ulcers unless he stops 
smoking entirely. 


Cigarettes Harm Growth 

The old belief that smoking can 
stunt the growth of a growing boy 
(or girl) is not a myth. Notice 
this: 

“Non-smokers, in four years at 
Yale and at Amherst, grew more 
in height and weight and lung ca- 
pacity than did their smoking col- 


leagues. At Yale the increase in : 


chest development of the abstain- 


ers was 77 per cent better, their 


increase in height 24 per cent 
better.” 


Cigarettes Harm The Heart 

Notice these statements, first 
about irregularity of heart beat: 

“Habitual smokers have a 50 per 
cent higher incidence of palpita- 
tion of the heart than non-smok- 
ers.” 


Now about Buerger’s disease 
which causes poor circulation of 
blood to hands and feet that may 
necessitate amputation: 

“Doctors are cautious souls and 
do not say that smoking causes 
Buerger’ disease. But in a study of 
1000 sufferers from Buerger’s di- 
sease 1000 turned out to be smok- 
ers; and of another 1400 cases 
checked at Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
New York, 1400 were smokers.” 

A check revealed that more 
smokers have coronary disease 
than non-smokers. 

Doctors do not say that smok- 
ing causes heart disease but they 
do say that smoking may intensi- 
fy existing heart disease. Dr. Riis 
summed it up by saying, “It 
(smoking) is, in short, never a 
help and ofiten a menace.” 
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The Baptist State Assembly Grounds at Siloam Springs in the heart of the 
Ozarks is strategically located in the center of the nation near the 
border between Arkansas, Missouri and Oklahoma. Here is Nature's play- 
ground of mountains, lakes, rivers, streams and forests, visitors will find 
healthful recreation and relaxation. Here you may “come apart” and be 
revived, meet the Lord for fresh power and blessing while your body is 
refreshed. Afternoons are given over to recreation and rest. You'll revel 
in this beautiful country and its ideal climate. Free folder on request. 


Cigarettes May Cause Cancer 

Exhaustive research is now go- 
ing on to determine whether or 
not smoking can cause cancer. 
Dr. Evarts Graham of Washington 
University in St. Louis is conduct- 
ing an extensive research. He ex- 
pects to find that 95 per cent of 
patients with lung cancer smoke 
at least a pack of cigarettes daily. 

All other types of cancer are 
steadily declining but lung cancer 
is increasing rapidly. Dr. Alton 
Ochsner of the Ochsner Clinic in 
New Orleans is convinced that 
there is a definite relationship be- 
tween the increase in smoking and 
the increase in lung cancer. 


Harm Chance For Long Life 


Dr. Raymond Pearl of Johns 
Hopkins made a study of the ef- 
fects of smoking in relation to the 
life span of 6,813 white American 
men. He came to the studied con- 
clusion that if you take 300 peo- 
ple at the age of 30 divided equally 
among the non-smoking, light 
smoking and heavy smoking class: 

“Of the 100 non-smokers, 66 will 
reach 60 years; 

“Of the 100 light smokers, 61 
will reach 60; 

“Of the 100 heavy smokers, 46 
will reach 60. 

The following conclusions were 
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reached by Andrew Salter based 
on Dr. Pearl’s figures: 

“The heavy smoker pays with 
34.6 minutes of life for each ciga- 
rette he smokes. The pack-a-day 
smoker pays with 11.5 hours for 
each pack he smokes.” 

This means, if Dr. Pearl is right, 
that the more one smokes. the 
more harmful each cigarette is 
and the more it decreases the 
smokers life expectation. 


Cigarettes Cost Too Much 

To sum up we find that: “Ha- 
bitual smokers have 62 per cent 
higher incidence of gas on the 
stomach, 65 per cent higher inci- 
dence of colds, 76 per cent higher 
incidence of nervousness, 100 per 
cent higher incidence of heartburn, 
140 per cent higher incidence of 
labored breathing after exertion, 
167 per cent higher incidence of 
nose and throat irritation, and 
300 per cent higher incidence of 
cough.” | 

All of this, of course, leads to 
doctor’s bills, loss of work, and a 
shortened life. 

Yes, Neighbor, cigarettes are ex- 
pensive. 21 cents a pack may seem 
like a lot but you actually pay 
many times that much. And for 
what? Honestly, are there any 


real benefits that come from 


smoking? Think it over and I be- 
lieve you will agree with Dr, Riis 
that smoking is not only _—— 
ous but stupid. 

“Do thyself no harm.” 

DON’T SMOKE! 

Permission to use quoted por- 


tions of the above article was 
granted by THE READER’S DIGEST. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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The Judgment 


(Continued from page 2) 
white, lonesome sentinels. What 
does it mean? “It is appointed un- 
to man once to die.” 


A Dialogue With Death 

Oh, man, Death is coming down 
the road; soon that pale horse 
will turn the corner and after a 
while he will stop in front of your 
home and run through a closed 
door, and will stand in your pres- 
ence and you will say, “Who is 
there?’’ 

“T am death.” 

“T did not send for you.” 

“No, I know you did not, but I 
have come.” 

“T am not ready.” 

“That makes no difference, you 
have had all your life to get ready. 
I have come.” 

“But I cannot go.” 

“You must go. I have come for 
my own. I have been following 
you from the cradle ‘to this house.”’ 

“But hold on Death. My God! 
My God!” 

“Oh, you said there was no God. 
You grieved His Spirit; you shook 
your head and resisted the truth; 
you laughed and sneered when 
thousands of people were going to 
the tent and hundreds were giv- 
ing their hearts to God. You 
laughed, and criticized the preach- 
er, and said it was all fanaticism 
and excitement. Come on, get 
ready.” 

“Oh, Death, I cannot go.” 

“You must go.” 

“Oh, Death, don’t crowd me so 
to the wall; don’t breathe that 
cold air in my face; you chill me.” 

“But come—I want you.” 

“Oh, Death, all my people are 
here, and all. my interests are in 
this city; send for the doctor; rush 
me to a sanitorium; get me to the 
hospital; hire a nurse. Oh, drive 
death away; my feet are growing 
cold; the rattle is in my breast; 
the gurgle is in my throat: the 
cold death dew is breaking out on 
my brow.” 

“You have a week to live. You 
have five days. Three days. Two 
days. One day. Twelve hours, One 
hour. Forty minutes. Thirty 
minutes. Twenty minutes Ten. 


Five. Two. One. You have forty 
seconds. Thirty. Twenty. Ten. I 
will count them: One, two, three, 
four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, 
ten, Telephone for the undertaker: 
Take him to the graveyard—he is 
gone.” | 

‘Tt is appointed unto man once 
to die and then the judgment.” If 
you admit the first proposition of 
the text, how can you have the 
audacity to reject the last part? 
If the first part is true, the last 
part is true. John, when he was 
on that bleak lonely island of Pat- 
mos, said, “And I beheld when 
he had opened the sixth seal, and 
lo, there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as sack- 
cloth of hair, and the moon be- 
came as blood, and the stars of 
heaven fell unto the earth, even 
as a fig tree casteth her un- 
timely figs when she is shaken of 
a mighty wind.” 

‘‘And the heaven departed as a 
scroll when it is rolled together, 
and every mountain and island 
were moved out of their places. 

“And the kings of the earth, 
and the great men, ‘and the rich 
men and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bonds- 
man and every free man hid 
themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains. 

“And said to the mountains and 
rocks, fall on us and hide us from 
the face of him, that sitteth on the 
throne and from the wrath of the 
lamb. 

“For the great day of his wrath 
is come, and who shall be able to 
stand?” 


The Greatest Earthquake 

We have had some great earth- 
quakes in this country: the 
Charleston, San Francisco and 
Messina, but the greatest earth- 
quake that this world has ever 
known is going to be when the 
sixth seal is opened and Jesus 
rolls through and rolls on and 
rolls down in His glory while suns 
are fainting, and stars are being 
wrung from their sockets in the 
skies, and the moons bleeding, 
and graves are bursting and 


‘Living Love 


(Continued from page 1) 
take their places and sing to His 
glory. 

That is what we are all doing 
down here; you and I—blessed be 
God!—are humming in our 
closets, are humming in our places 
of business, in our offices, this 
glorious song. And there are some 
of us who have already caught 
the highest, purest notes of it, 
and the Lord has said, ‘“Make way 
for this man. Have you got a 
place in the front rank, ye heaven- 
ly singers, for this saint ‘who 
caught the high note?” He is ready 
for the promotion, and he has 
gone home, 

Or it is some poor bedridden 
saint. In her trouble and pain she 
caught it, and it was reported 
to the Lord that there was a fine 
voice on earth, that a fine singer 
had been discovered in the furnace 
of time. And the Lord said, “Send 
for her, I have got a place for 
her if she has got a voice that can 
sing perfectly, as ye say, this 
song. Make way.” 

And they are all coming home 
from the streets of time, they are 
all taking their places with con- 
firmed singing powers, with all 
their mistakes over; and how they 
sing it on high! 

Suppose we try this morning to 
hum over the bars, and may God 
help us with the. harps of our 
souls to sing it sincerely, if not 
purely; to sing it willingly, if not 
holily. But the Lord help us to 
sing it purely and willingly and 
holily, for His name’s sake. 


I. The Source of Salvation in 
Eternity 

I. The first bar is this: “Unto 
him that loves us.” Can you sing 
that? This is, in the first place, 
the source of salvation in eternity. 
‘Unto him that loves us.’’ When 
God set out for His journey of 
redemption, He must have looked 
round the shelves of Glory for 
what to take, as some of you 
starting on a journey, pack your 
bag or portmanteau. Certain 
things you take with you for the 
journey. So with God. 
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There are the thunders of al- 
mighty power. Is He to take 
these? No. He became man——poor, 
feeble man, and the thunders slept 

(Continued from page 6): 


worlds are crumbling, and the 
elements burning.. We have had 
some great prayer meetings, but 
here will be the greatest prayer 
meeting that this world has ever 
known. The kings of the earth, 
great men and rich men, and in- 
fluential men, mighty men, labor- 
ing men, millionaires and paupers 
will be on their faces crying to 
the mountains and rocks to fall 
on them and hide them from His 
presence. Jesus Christ is no longer 
their Saviour but their Judge: 

One day in a Western city a 
gentleman driving a team of 
horses down the street, lost con- 
trol of them. They were running 
furiously when a_— gentleman 
sprang from the sidewalk and at 
the risk of his own life caught the 
bridle reins and threw the horses 
back and saved the man’s life. By 
singular coincidence this man 
whose life was saved was on trial 
for his life. The crime charged 
against him was murder, and by a 
more strange and remarkable co- 
incidence the judge trying him was 
the man who had stopped his run- 
away team. The trial is over, the 
attorneys have ffinished their 
pleas; the: jury has returned its 
verdict and the judge is saying 
to the man on trial, “Have you 
anything to say why the sentence 
of death should not be placed 
upon you?” 


Before the Bar 

He arose trembling and said, 
“Your Honor, I do not think you 
know me.” 

And the judge said, “You must 
answer my question.” 

But he said again, “Your Honor, 
you surely do not know me, I am 
the man whose life you saved 
once. I beseech you, have mercy 
now.” 

And the judge said, “I do re- 
member you, and I am extremely 
sorry for you, but then I was 
your saviour and today I am your 
judge, and sentence must be 
passed.” 

And He is our Saviour now, able 
to save to the uttermost, but if 
we continue to resist He will be- 
come the Judge, and God pity us 
if we are not prepared to meet 
Him. 

We have had some great days 
in this country. It was a great 
day when Jehovah’s God came 
down on Sinai’s melting summit 
amid lightning bolts, deafening 
thunders, and heaving earthquakes 
and launched the Mosaic dispen- 
sation. It was a great day when 
a covey of golden-winged angels 
on that first Christmas morning 
flew around the mountains of 
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Bethlehem and announced to some 
humble shepherds that the Christ 
of prophecy had been born that 
morning. It was a great day when 
He hung on the cross with the 
spittle running down His face 
and the blood trickling down His 
cheek, and He dropped His head 
on a pulseless breast and shouted, 
“It is finished,” while the sun 
was hiding its face and graves 
were bursting and the veil of the 
temple was being rent from bot- 
tom to top. It was a great day 
when the Third Person of the 
Trinity took up the reins of gov- 
ernment while forked tongues of 
flaming fire sat on every brow 
and flooded the room with an un- 
earthly illumination. 
greatest day that this world has 
ever seen will be when the Son 
of Man shall come in His glory 
with great publicity. “When the 
Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory. And be- 
fore him shall be gathered all 
nations, and he shall separate 
them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats,” 


An Incident 

An evangelist returned home 
from a northern campaign and 
his wife met him at the door and 
said, “Mr. Zachey, the sheriff, is 
dying. He always had great re- 
spect for you, although he never 
allowed a preacher in his home. 
Won’t you go and see him? It may 
be that you can help him.” 

He went over, was admitted to 
his room, and stepped to ‘the bed- 
side of the old hardened infidel 
who was dying. He looked down 
on this’ pale, emaciated face, 
brushed the hair back from his 
forehead, and said, “Sheriff, the 
doctors tell me you haven’t long 
to live.” 

The old man’s eyes seemed to 
flash fire. He struggled and raised 
himself up in the bed and, with 
a sickly, resentful smile, he said, 
“John, I went through the Mexi- 
can war; I fought through the 
war of the Confederacy; I was 
in twenty-six battles; I heard the 
cannons roar and the shells burst, 
and the bullets whistle. I have 
charged against walls of bayonets, 
I have walked over the dead and 
dying, and waded blood in the 
midst of fire and smoke, and I 


But the 


am not afraid of the enemy that 
you call death.” 3 

He fell back on the pillow ex- 
hausted from the effort. For a 
few minutes the preacher didn’t 
know what to say. Then he leaned 
over the old sheriff as he panted 
and struggled for breath and 
again brushed the hair back and 
said, “Mr. Zachey, it may be true 
that you are not afraid of death 
but what about the judgment? 
Are you ready for that?” 

The old man gazed at him for 
a moment and his face turned 
deathly pale, and the tears 
trickled down ‘his cheeks like bub- 
bles on a stream and he said, 
“The judgment—lI hadn’t thought 
about that. What if it’s true? 
What if there is a Heaven and 
Hell? I’m Jost, I’m lost, I am on 
the brink of Hell!” 


A Most Important Meeting 


Another reason why we should 
prepare to meet God is because 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


The Judgment 


(Continued from page 4) 

of the supreme importance of that 
meeting. “For what shall it pro- 
fit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?” 
Or what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul? No doubt 
some of you people are acquaint- 
ed with science. You can take the 
telescope and scan the heavens 
and fit the planets, and’ name 
them all and never see the star of 
Bethlehem. 


Suppose you can take the geo- 
logist hammer and go down into 
the mighty deep, and tell us of 
the secret of the dark depths be- 
low, and never strike the Rock 
of Ages. Suppose you do under- 
stand botany and never inhaled 
the perfume of the rose of Sharon 
and the lily of the valley. Sup- 
pose you can look at the news- 
paper in the morning, and run 
up the many columns of the 
money market, and tell us of the 
world’s finances at a glance and 
never reckon what sumr-if we gain 
the whole world and lose our own 
souls. 


There is no danger of a man 
getting too much religion if he 
will mix a little common sense 
with it. Now, suppose that we use 
a little gray matter along with 
our religion as well as our busi- 
ness. You doctors consider it very 
important to make preparations 
for your patient. You lawyers 
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work night and day preparing for 
your clients, You merchants are 
everlastingly preparing to please 
your customers, You farmers are 
working from morning till night 
preparing your farm. These ques- 
tions are very important, but as 
much higher as Heaven is than 
earth, so much higher is the 
greater importance of preparing 
to meet your God than all these 
other things. Isn’t it strange that 
a man who is considered sensible 
will attach so much ,importance 
to making preparations to look 
after his clients, patients, mer- 
chandise, and farm and temporal 
and financial affairs and then 
make no preparation for eternity? 
No preparation for a soul that is 
going to live on and on when 
time is a story and this old world 
is a cinder! No preparation for 
that meeting on which hinges 
Heaven or Hell, eternal glory or 
eternal despair! I pray that the 
dust may be washed out of your 
eyes with water that makes glad 
the City of God and that you may 
see these things in the light of 
God’s truth. Go on as you are go- 
ing break God’s commands, 
grieve the Spirit, reject Christ, 
trample on the blood, spurn the 
truth, choke the Scriptures, take 
all of your time for business; sil- 
ver, gold, corn, cotton, politics, 
earthly things, earthly treasures, 
and after a while that lost and 
doomed spirit of yours will start 
up to meet its God, and as you 
look at that celestial world of 
light and then look back at this 
poor old world that is melting 
and crumbling away for which 
you lost your soul, and then lost 
it too, as you are poised on wings 
between Heaven and earth, like 
Satan of old, you will cry, ‘““Which 
way shall I fly?” Infinite wrath; 
infinite despair. 


ne 


Prepare to Meet the Omnipotent, 
Omnipresent, Omniscient God. 
Prepare to meet your God to- 

night. Why? Because He is omni- 

potent. He iis possessed of all 
power; He throws planets into 
space; He fixes stars and controls 
universes. He hung this old world 
in space like a great cannon ball 
and it has been moving with per- 
fect precision ever since. When I 
stand here and gaze out into il- 


|limitable space, the very heavens 


declare the glory of God and the 


firmament proves His omnipo- 
tence. 

If I could take an auger and 
bore a hole in the top of the sun, 
I could pour into it one billion 
four hundred thousand worlds the 
size of the earth upon which we 
live, and there would still be room 
in the sun for more, I look out 
yonder at old Mars 260,000,000 
miles away. I would have to tra- 
vel 49,000 miles per hour before 
I would roll into its grand cen- 
tral station in two years’ time. 
Jupiter is 480,000,000 miles away; 
Saturn, 885,000,000 miles away; 
old Uranus, 1,780,000,000 miles 
away. It travels around the sun 
once in 84 years going at the 
speed of 250 miles per hour. The 
North Star travels at the rate of 
speed of 192,000,000 miles a sec- 
ond. It would take me 45 years 
to reach that planet. If I would 
pay three cents a mile it would 
cost me $720,000,000.00 to pay for 
my ticket. The God who made 
these stars and planets and threw 
them out from the tips of His 
fingers—that is the God whom I 
am begging you to prepare to 
meet. 

Second, He is an omnipresent 
God—that is, He is everywhere. 
The Psalmist had it right when in 
the 139th Psalm, seventh to the 
twelfth verses, he said: 

“Whither shall I go from thy 
Spirit? Or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence? 

“Tf I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there! If I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there. 

“Tf I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea; 

“Even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me. 

“If I say, surely the darkness 
shall cover me; even the night 
shall be light about me.” 

Light travels at the rate of 
185,600 miles a second, but God 
moves faster than that. 

Third, He is omniscient—that is, 
He ‘knows all things. You may de- 
ceive me and you may deceive 
others, but you cannot deceive 
God. If all these things are true, 
you must prepare ‘to meet Him. 


How Prepare to Meet God? 


How should I prepare to meet 
God? We will let the Book do its 
own talking. God Almighty knows 
that men are not prepared to meet 
Him, and He shows us how we 
may prepare. 
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“When the great plants of our cities 
Have turned out their last finished work; 

When our merchants have sold out their last yard of silk 
And dismissed the tired clerk. 

When our banks have raked in their last dollar 
And paid their last dividend, 

When the Judge of the world says, ‘Close for the night,’ 
And asks for a balance—what then? : 


“When the choirs have sung their last anthem 
And the preacher has read his last prayer; 
When the people have heard their last sermon 
And the song has died on the air; 

When the Bible lies closed on the altar, 
And the pews are all empty of men, 

And each one stands facing their record, 
And the Great Book is open—what then? 


“When the actors have played their last drama 
And the mimic has made his last fun; 
When the film has flashed his last picture 
And the billboard has displayed its last run; 
When the crowds seeking pleasure have vanished 
And gone out into darkness again; 
When the trumpet of ages is sounded, 
And we stand up before Him—what then? 


“When the bugle’s last call sinks into silence, 
And the long marching columns stand still; 
When the captain has given his last orders 
And they have captured the last fort and hill; 
When the flag has been furled from the masthead, 
And the wounded afield have checked in, 
And a world that rejected its Saviour 
Is asked for a reason—what then?” 
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First, He says let the wicked 
forsake his way, his life of wick- 
edness, conduct, habits, compan- 
ionship, and outward life. 

Second, let him forsake un- 
righteous thoughts, that is, his 
plans, inside life, ideas, sinful de- 
sires, and evil intentions. What 
next? Let him return to God. You 
see, here are three things for you 
to do, then God will do two 
things: Have mercy on him, Mer- 

is in the heart and nature of 

d. Second, abundantly pardon. 
Pardon is the expression of thaf 
mercy. Now, are you willing to 
go to God and say, “I have been 
an old adulterer, blasphemer, 
drunkard, gambler, sponsor of 
harlotry, and’ panderer, and I am 
sorry for these things and, God, 
I will forsake them and never do 
it again”? 

Some of you church members 
who know no more about the 
new birth than a creature of the 
brute world, you ought to fall on 
your knees and say, “God, I have 
been looking on the church as a 
kind of a mutual congratulation 
society, social endeavor or third 
rate amusement bureau; I have 
been substituting churchanity for 
Christianity, church activities for 
spirituality, religiousness for 
rghteousness, morals for the new 
birth, confirmation, baptism, com- 
munion, and other religious para- 
phernalia for vital godliness, and 
deep down in my heart of hearts 
I know that I have never been 
born again, and I want to come 
to Thee through the ‘atoning blood 
of Jesus Christ and accept Him 
as my Saviour and confess Him 
before the world and live in ac- 
cordance with that confession.” 
And when .you do, you will be 
changed from nature to grace, 
and a new name will go on the 
book of life, and you will be pre- 
pared to stand in His presence on 
that day for which all other days 
were made. This is not going to 
be any mock judgment. We are 
going to be judged as We are and 
not as we seem to be, and the 
only thing that will stand is char- 
acter, Not only character out- 
side, but character inside; char- 
acter of heart, character of choice, 
character of allegiance and char- 
acter of affections. There will be 
just two groups at the judgment 
—those that are for and against; 
Christ-accepters and Christ-rejec- 
ters. We are not going to be di- 
vided by three, six or nine, but by 
two. Two characters, two des- 
tinies, two estates, two dominions, 
two eternities. A tremendous and 
all-comprehensive and all-decisive 
and everlasting two. 

Are you prepared to meet God? 

“And I saw a great white throne, 
and him that sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was found 
no place for them. 

“And I saw the dead, small and 
great stand before God; and the 
books were opened; and another 
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book was opened, which is the 
book of life; and the dead were 
judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, ac- 
cording to their works. 

“And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them; and they were 
judged every man according to 
their works.” 

Stenographic report of sermon 
as preached in Lincolnton, North 
Carolina. (From The Story of My 
Life and Other Sermons by Bax- 
ter F. McLendon.) 


The Editor Urges the Reader, 
“Prepare to Meet God” 

I heard Baxter McLendon 
preach, “Cyclone Mack” he was 
called, and he preached with vi- 
gor and power. I remember how 
his black mane shook as he poured 
out the words in a torrent, and 
how piercing were his black eyes. 
Now he has gone to Heaven, but 
We print again his appeal to sin- 
ners. 

Sinner, will you today prepare 
to meet God? That means to hon- 
estly repent of your sins and turn 
to Christ for mercy, trusting Him 
to forgive your sins and change 
your heart. Will you do it today? 

If you will honestly, today, turn 
your heart to Jesus Christ, con- 
fess to Him that you are a sin- 
ner, earnestly depend upon Him, 
that you are a sinner, earnestly 
depend upon Him, rely upon Him, 
trust Him to be your own Saviour 
here and now, I want you to write 
me and say so. In Christ’s name, 
decide today! Say yes to Jesus 
Christ in your heart, then sign 
the following statement and mail 
it to me today. Go on record in 
your own heart and before God 
and men that you today, with all 
your heart, prepare to meet God! 
I will greatly rejoice to have 
your letter and will send you a 
letter of counsel and encourage- 
ment. Copy and mail the follow- | 
ing statement today if you can 
honestly do it with a sincere heart. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, [Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Evangelist Baxter 
McLendon’s sermon on “The Judg- 
ment.” I admit that I am a poor 
guilty sinner who needs salva- 
tion. The best I know how, I here 
and now turn from my sins and 
trust Jesus Christ to forgive my 
sins and save my soul. With all 
my heart I accept Him as my per- 
sonal Saviour and rely on Him 
to save me and keep me. By His 
help I purpose to live for Him 
and claim Him openly before men 
as my Saviour. 


SIGNED 
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Living Love 


(Continued from page 4) 
till He came back. Is He to take 
the glory above the sun’s 
strength? Is He to take the robe 
of uncreated light? No. He strips 
Him of the visible Godhead, He 
lays aside the uncreated Shekinah 
manifestation, but He takes some- 
thing—something that heaven can 
give and that earth needs. He dips 
His almighty heart in love. He 
cannot do without that. The hope- 
springs of earth are dried up; He 
will not get love enough here, and 
if He is to bring love, He must 
get it before He starts. And so 
in the counsels of eternity the 
chalice of His heart is filled with 
love, love which is salvation. He 
comes with the only qualification 
for His great work that He sees 
needful—love in His heart. 

Now earth had seen love a mil- 
lion times before, since Adam had 
whispered the story of his heart's 
adoration into the ear of Eve. A 
million times the earth had wit- 
nessed a heart beating with love. 
And what about that? Wherein 
is Christ’s love different from the 
love that the sun had looked down 
upon for a million times a million? 
Love had been reckoned with be- 
fore. 

It was in Leith, and the sailor 
had never had this feeling prior to 
a voyage before, he never had this 
chill presentiment of coming dis- 
aster creep over his heart; and he 
bids his wife and bairns goodby 
up there in the attic, and he comes 
down to the first landing place. 
It won’t do; back again for an- 
other kiss, for another twining of 
his eldest born round his neck, 
for another look into the dear 
eyes. He never did this before; 
he bids them farewell again. 

Down to the street this time, 
out among the gas lamps, but he 
does not get round the corner; he 
must go back. And the wife hears 
his step coming up the stairs, and 


to the heart. She never saw him 
like this before. He could take 
his farewell and go singing down 
the stairs to the sea; but not so 
today. And he says, “Oh, wife, I 
have just come back to get a kiss 
of the bairnies. I feel very strange 
bidding you good-by; I never felt 
like this before.” And so he goes 
through it again, and the little 
ones twine their arms around his 
neck, and they say, ‘“Good-by, 
papa; bring some nice things from 
the foreign land to your little boy 


At last he gets on board, and 
the “boat she rocks at the pier 
of Leith,” and at last takes her 
way. The wind rises and the waves 
put on their whitecaps and roll, 
and they climb up to see what the 
big vessel is like, and they signal 
to the great heaving deep to pre- 
pare for the struggle. A leak 
starts, and the vessel, reeling and 
rocking before the tempest, goes 
with a shudder to the deep. And 
they take from the ooze and mud 
of that foreign shore the limp, 
lifeless body, and they part the 
yellow hair of the Scottish sailor 
from his white brow, and they 
bury him on the foreign shore. 

The widow, with her sad weeds 
upon her, is wearing herself to the 
very bone to rear the sailor’s lads 
and lasses in the fear and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. That is human 
love. What is it when death inter- 
feres with it? Why, man, you have 
to leave your loved ones,. you have 
to leave the sunshine of your 
home, you have to go down to 
the deep, you have to list to the 
flapping of the sail and the clank- 
ing of the oars in the rowlocks; 
you are going away from home, 
and home is going away from you. 
“Alas for love, if thou wert all 
and nought beyond, O Death!” 

When Christ came with His 
heart of love, there was a 
grim chuckle in Hell. “We have 
seen love in the human heart be- 
fore,” and the grim angel of death 
fluttered his black wings and said, 
‘Tll settle it. Has the strange, 
mysterious Man brought only love 
with Him? I have annihilated love 
a million times, and I will do it 
for Him also.” 

And the men surrounded Him, 
and the traitor’s kiss was planted 
on His cheek, and the priests got 
hold of Him, and the soldiers took 
Him away, to death, and His pale 
lips say, “It is finished.” And, 


Cross, a limp, lifeless body. The 
arms hung by the side and the 
head fell on the breast of the 
bearer. They put Him into a grave 
and rolled a great stone there, and 
they went about, saying, “He is 
dead—dead!” O love in_ the 
Saviour’s heart, thou art blotted 
out after all! Death has inter- 
fered with love. 

And on the way to Emmaus 
there are two disciples. They are 
very downhearted this morning. 
They are saying one to the other, 
‘What an awful thing! We trusted 
it had been He who should have 
redeemed Israel, and today is the 
third day and He is in the grave.” 
Was He dead? The Divine sleep- 
er stirs in His sleep. A tremor of 
returning life runs through His 
frame. He rises and calmly puts 
aside the cerements of the grave, 
and on the Sunday morning He 
is risen. Death has lost its power, 
and with the love in Christ’s heart 
Death has been defeated. “O 
Death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?” 
Where is it? Christ hath brought 
life and immortality to: light! 

And it is that love that you and 
I need this morning, the love that 
Death hath no power over, a 
deathless love, a love that is to 
exist and be strong when yonder 
sun flickers out into eternal mid- 
night. It is that love that my long- 
ing soul craves for, and it is that 
love that is in Christ’s heart. It 
is a deathless love; it is a love 
that you can allow yourselves to 
sail in. Human Love!—why, we 
dare only creep from headland tc 
headland; we cannot launch out 
into the deep, for death is nigh 
How many go forth in the morn. 
ing and ne’er come back at night! 
But in Christ’s love you can le! 
your soul go. You can sail intc 
the mighty ocean assured tha! 
there is no limit, that there is 
no further shore to it, that there 
are no shoals to tear the ribs of 
the vessel of your heart asunder 
The deathless love of Christ, car 
you sing it? “Unto him that loves 
us” with a deathless love. 

Ay, but there is a worse thing 
than death about love. He had 
breathed his pledges of devotior 
into a trusting ear, and hac 
brought a blush to the cheeks 
and he had vowed to be true. He 
is going away to’America. He is tc 
make his fortune in that big land 
and as soon as he gets a nest 
cozily and comfortably prepared 
he is to send for her. “Never fear 
Tll be true.” And he did set sail 
and he did get on, and eyes—no’ 
fairer, indeed, than the eyes he 
had left behind—of an Americar 
girl were turned on him. He saw 
not her, but her purse, and he 
saw the chance of promotion. He 
would wed, not her, but the old 
father who had the business. He 
would marry the dollar and bic 
the damsel to the marriage. 

So the letters homeward de- 
scended very rapidly from, “Your: 
devotedly and eternally, and for 
ever and ever,” at last to, “Yours 
truly.” And what was it in that 
morning paper, as she turned the 
leaves thereof, that made the 
lassie fall as a huddled heap at 
the feet of her mother? It is this 
“On such and such a date, in such 
and such a church in New York 
So-and-So to So-and-So.” Poor 
lassie! go down to the grave now 
with a broken heart. The parents 
can hear the drip, drip, drip of 
the heart’s blood to the last. He 
is faithless, his promises are 
false. That is human love. You 
cannot ride the water on it, as we 
say in the north; you cannot trust 


ye have got a love in the human 
heart that ye can trust fully and 
unreservedly. How often have 
promises written in blood disap- 
peared as if written in water on 
the seashore? 


And so, Christ, Thou has 
brought many promises—that is 
true; and many pledges of undying 
affection—that is true. But the 


—has heard vows before, has 
received promises and pledges be- 
fore. 

O Christ, what about Thine?” 
“God is not a man that he should 
lie, neither the son of man that 
he should repent. Hath he said and 


true, they did bring Him from the 


iid 


it very much. Blessed are ye if} 


world—this grim, heartless world} 


shall he not do it? Hath he spoken . 
and shall he not make it good?” | 


Is there any other attraction on 
the other side that Christ hath 
loved beyond my _ poor sinful 
heart? Are not the fields of glory 
blooming with a thousand flowers 
that would be proud to be worn 
on Thy breast? Wilt Thou be 
faithful on high, O Christ? Thou 
didst come to me, a poor sinner, 
and Thou didst cast Thy mantle 
of love over me, and in the silence 
Thou didst breathe affection to my 
heart, and Thou hast won it. Art 
Thou to be faithful? 

Is not Christ yearning and long- 
ing for the day when He will 
welcome you to Glory? Christ’s 
humiliation is not yet ended. His 
service of heart is not yet by. 
He is sad and weary with longing 
for the day when He will present 
me, fauHless, before the presence 
of His Father with exceeding joy. 
He is faithful, beloved; never fear. 
He can get no brighter eyes meet- 
ing His than your dim, blear, reek- 
filled eyes of earth. The Lord has 
loved you with an everlasting love. 
A mother may forget, yet not I, 
He says. A lover may be false, 
yet not I. I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love. Can you sing 
it yet? Is it not a glorious love— 
deathless, faithful, abiding, un- 
changing amid the wreck of mat- 
ter and the crash of worlds? 

The love of Christ will outlive 


be strong in mighty current when 
the stars, the last of them, pull 
a veil over their faces and die. 
The love of Christ is the one 
eternal, abiding, almighty force 
in the universe. Can you sing it? 
“Unto him that loves us” with 


the sun; the love of Christ will | 


a deathless, undying, unchanging, 
abiding, eternal love—to Him “‘be 
glory and dominion for ever and 
ever.” | 
II. The Effect of Salvation in Time 
Then, in the second place, we 
have in these four bars of heavenly 
music the effect of salvation in 
time. The first was the source of 
salvation in eternity; the second 
is the fact of salvation in time. 
The stream runs from the hill- 
side to the valley, and it gets deep, 
and wide, and broad, and the 
masts of the navy of a commer- 
cial city are reflected in its fair 
bosom. So with the love of God. 
It came rushing out of the pearly 
gates a.mighty torrent, and it 
came down to the valley and ex- 


panded there into a broad lake,’ 


and the love has become a fact 
in time. And the way it has be- 
come a fact is this: The love has 
washed us in the precious blood 
of Christ. Strange effect of love, 
the washing! Strange result of the 
effection of the Lord! 

The washing—you, mother, can 
understand it. Your little son has 
been out all the summer day. He 
has had splendid fun. Oh, what 
enjoyment! And he has stayed out 
till the shadows have fallen, and 
and he is very tired, tired even of 
amusement.’ He comes into the 
house where love is, and what 
does love do? Oh, he is_ very 
sleepy; just let him go ‘fo bed. 
“Mother, I’m awfully sleepy; I 
arm not for any supper; indeed, I 
am so tired.’”’ But love has some- 
thing to say, love has some action 
to go through before the dirty 
little boy can get between the 


clean sheets. 

Love draws out the bath into 
the middle of the floor, and love 
puts the towels there, and love 
puts the soap there, and love 
catches hold of the little fellow’s 
collar and, in spite of grumbling 
in spite of the little fellow’s bad 
temper—for he is sleepy, God help 
him—plunges into the bath, and 
love takes him out spluttering, but 
clean, 

So with God. Oh, how foul we 
were! How the streets of time 
had left their defilement on our 
spirit! What must love do in the 
first place? “Oh,” says one, “love 
will just please. wink and take us 
—bad as we are—into Heaven; 
love will open wide the pearly 
gates and let us all as we are un- 
washed, foul, unclean—into 
Heaven.” Would love do such a 
thing? How can a soul in all its 
vileness get into Heaven without 
washing? That is the problem that 
God had to set to solve. How can 
man be just with God? How can 
the sinful soul get into Heaven 
without washing? Nay, nay, there 
must be ablution, there must be 
washing; and what is to do it? A 
thousand rivers—have they water 
enough to cleanse a sinful heart? 
What is necessary? What did God 
find and feel to be necessary? 
What is that awful tinge that 
reddens the waves of the laver 
of regeneration? What is_ this 
mysterious chemical, Thou, God, 
art putting there? Why this agony 
of Thy beloved Son? Why the open 
side? Why the pierced hands and 
feet? Why the blood? “Without 

(Continued on page 7) 
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the shedding of blood there is no 
remission,” says God. Do you 
think that God would have shed 
the precious blood of His Son had 
it not been necessary? Was it 
superfluous? Was it a mere super- 
fluous reddening of the laver? It 
was necessary, God saw it. 
What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
And that is what love did. If 
you turn to the Revised Version, 
you will see that the wise men 
of the West have wisely put the 
word “loosed” for “washing.” It 
is the same idea, but more vigor- 
ously expressed. Sometimes when 
the dirt sticks you take pumice 
stone, or something that will rub 
or scrape. So the Greek word 
shows that God’s washing is so 
effectual, the blood of Jesus is so 
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powerful in its cleansing, that it 
is more like cutting off, it is more 


like excising and putting - aside. | 


The word is a strong word—loos- 
ing, cutting us out from our sins 
by His precious blood. In this 
washing the very skin is gone. 
You must be clean if you have 
gone to the quick, and, if God’s 
washing has rubbed the very skin 
off, it is all right. There is no 
room for more defilement. The 
Greek word, then, is, “Unto him 
that looseth us from our sins with 
his own blood.” 


When the English folk hunted 
away our Bruce, they were not 
content with their own great, 
grand, glorious plains; they would 
have liked our mountainous little 
country, but they did not get it! 
Bruce stood up, and they went 
after him. They put his own blood- 
hounds on his track and, with 
nostrils bent to the ground, the 
brutes followed their royal master, 
unaware that they were tracking 
him to his death; and the English 
came after, and they urged the 
hounds on-and on. Bruce heard 
the distant baying of his own be- 
loved pack behind him, and the 
attendant said, “We are done for; 
the English have unleashed the 
hounds. They are on your trail, 
and they will betray your hiding- 
place.” 

“Stop a bit,” says Bruce, “it’s 
all right.”’ There is a stream flow- 
ing through the forest, and he goes 
to it, and he plunges into the 
stream and wades three bowshots 
up, and then into the depths of 
the forest. The hounds come up 
to the bank, tracking step by step 
their beloved master. But no 
further. “Urge them on and see 
the hounds over that little brook, 
and get up the trail.” They can- 
not. The pursuers may urge them, 
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and may whip them, may lash 
them, my spear them, but they 
are done for. The trail is broken. 
The stream has carried the scent 
of the king far downward. And 
Bruce, one day soon after, puts the 
crown of Scotland on his own brow. 
So my sins, urged by the Devil, 
came behind me, a yelling pack. 
I felt their hot breath as I fled, 
and they vowed to have me. But 
a stream, nor glassy and clear, 
but red with the blood of the Son 
of God, came by my feet. I plung- 
ed in, through God’s grace, and 
I can stand on the other bank 
and defy every hell-hound of my 
past to touch me. That is it! The 
scent is lost, blessed be God! The 
trail of the past—where is it! 
It is broken in the blood of Christ. 
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I plunged and am cleansed, I 
plunged and am free; 

I plunged in the crimson tide 

flowing for me, 
From sin and uncleanness exult- 
ing I stand! 

And point to the prints of the 

nails in his hand. 

Oh, sing of his mighty love, 

Sing of his mighty love, 

Sing of his mighty love, 

Mighty to save, 
Can you sing it, the glorious 
second part of this glorious song? 
Ill The Effect of Salvation on Man 

Then the third bar, you notice, 
is this—the effect of salvation on 
man. “And hath made us kings.” 
We crouch, a slave, to the cross, 
but we give three leaps from it, 
and tread to Heaven with the 
tramp of a king. The Cross gives 
dignity, the cross gives royalty, 
to the saved heart. Christ crowns 
us when the heart accepts Him. 
We are kings, and we have a 
country. We are not like John 
Lackland, for a king must have 
a kingdom. We are kings from the 
cross, and what is our kingdom? 
It is our heart, our own soul, 
that is our kingdom. “Didn’t God 
promise us the land?” Lightly 
said a doubting, unbelieving soldier 
to his comrade, as they crossed 
the Jordan; “Isn’t this the 
Jehovah-promised land? our land? 
and here we are preparing for 
battle. Why are we not going in- 
to the vineyards to eat and drink 
our fill? Why are we in armour— 
why has the word come to up 
and at them? This is our land. 
Are we not over the Jordan?” 
Ay, but over the Jordan is not up 
at Jerusalem. Never forget you 
have to foot it and fight it that 
road—inch by inch, cubit by cubit. 
Your great country of Promise 
has to be conquered by your own 
little fist of Fulfilling. 

So with your heart. It is the 
promised land, it is the promised 
land, but you have to fight for it. 
You have, as a conqueror, to make 
the plains of your own soul re- 
verberate with your own tread. 
Joshua said of the five kings, ‘Just 
put them into the cave aiive, and 
don’t waste time over them,’ and 
they put them into the cave of 
Makkedah, and pursued the foe 
till sunset. After they had wiped 
the sweat from their brow and 
the blood from their swords they 
came back. “Now,” said Joshua— 
and it is Jesus, the Old Testament 
Jesus in holy symbol that we 
see—“Now,” ‘says Joshua, “roll 
away the stone of the place,” 
and they roll away the stone. 
“Bring the five kings out,” he 
says, and they come out. How 
crestfallen, how slave-like, how 
puny they look! “Now,” says he 
to the captains of the host, “come 
near and put your feet on the 
necks of those kings.” And they 
came near and put their feet on 
the necks of those kings. 

So says Jesus to me when He 
forgives me, when He washes me 
in His precious blood, when He 
looses me from my sinfyl past. 
Old habits, come out! old sins, 
passions, lusts, come out! “Put 


your feet on the necks of them,”) 


says Christ, and I, by the grace of 
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God, put my feet on old habits, 
old sins, old passions, and am 
king over my own heart. “And 
hath made us kings.” 

And it is the priest’s service 
that God accepts and needs to-day. 
It is the profession of adoration, 
it is the song of praise from my 
heart that He cannot get from 
the harps of Heaven. It is this, 
that you and I should just tell 
Him more that we love Him. You 
know they say a Scotchman never 
tells his wife he loves her till he 
is just dying. Well, it is a pity, 
a great pity. In this world he 
would be happier and she would 
be happier, if he would tell his 
love into the ear while it can 
hear. He was a rough fellow, Jack, 
the terror of the Aberdeenshire 
village. A “ne’er-do-weel,” in 
every scrape he, always in trouble, 
always in hot water, the terror of 
the whole country-side, rough, 
swearing Jack. His mothér’s 
heart was nigh broken over it, 
and she was a widow, and he her 
only son. And he slipped out one 
night and took ship at Aberdeen 
without telling his mother or any- 
body. He went away to Australia 
and into the bush dived he, lived 
a rough, godless life as a gold- 
digger, and at last one day he 
is a millionaire, a rich man. Un- 
speakably rich those nuggets have 
made him. And a great rush of 
emotion comes to his heart. “T’ll 
make niether proud of her boy 
now. I will buy the estate beside 
the village, and I'll take dear 
mother. How she has borne with 
me! How.ghe will be proud when 
I come in the carriage for her 
and bring her to the mansion, and 
say, “These broad lands are mine 
and thine, dear mother.’ ” 

And all the way home he was 
pacing the deck, and he was say- 
ing what a surprise it would be 
to the old body! How proud she 
would be, and how the villagers 
would wonder that the ne’er-do- 
weel had turned out pretty well 
after all. Who is this that comes 
staggering into the peat firelight 
of the old kitchen in this neigh- 
boring farmhouse? What drunken 
—but not with wine—staggering 
man reels his way to a chair at 
the fire? The assembled household 
look in wonder upon him. He left 
a beardless young boy; here is 
a brown-tanned foreigner, “Don’t 
you know me?:-Where’s mother?” 
Approaching the village, he Had 
come in sight of that saddest of 
all sights, and that is too frequent 
in our beloved Scotland—two bare 
gables, as if in bitter mockery, 
appealing to a dumb God on high, 
who witnesses evictions and yet 
is silent. The fields and the little 
croft have been added to the big 
farm. “Mother? I'll take you on 
the morrow and show you where 
Mother is.” And he came to the 
churchyard by the river, and his 
friend said, “Just in yonder 
corner, Jack; you see where the 
lilies are; we planted them for 
your sake— just there.” And the 
friend heard this before he turned 
away from where angels would 
fear to tread—the strong man 
flung himself on the grass and 
said, “Oh, Mother! I did love you, 
Mother!” But Mother was away. 
“Jack, you lost the chance, man. 
She pined visibly for her boy. 
There was no letter. No, you 
were too late, Jack.” And the 
friend catches sometimes a sigh, 
a far-away look in the face, and 
he is silent as he well knows that 
Jack is back to the green grave, 
back to the lilies, is back to the 
dear mother who never heard 
from her wilful boy. “O Mother, 
I did love you.” And yet he did 
let her go without knowing it. Oh, 
her sad loneliness! 


So the Lord Jesus, beloved, is 
longing for you and_me, in time, 
while we have the opportunity, 
just to tell Him. His ear is bent 
down; He is longing for you and 
me to say— 

My Jesus, I love Thee, I know 
Thou art mine, 

For Thee all the pleasures of 

gin I resign; 

My gracious Redeemer, my Sav- 
iour art Thou: 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 

"tis now. 

Go home, then, beloved, to your 
own room, and kneel down and say 
in this holy priesthood of thine, 
“Lord Jesus, I adore Thee, I love 
Thee; to Thee be the glory and 
dominion for ever and _ ever. 


Amen.” 
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Friday, June 2, 1950 


Bird Life in Wington 


By Calvin Reid 


She began to line her nest with string. 


RUFFLED FEATHERS 


Mrs. Vireo and Mrs. Catbird were such lovely birds in 
general and each had so many fine personal qualities that 
it was too bad they should have “ruffled feathers” towar 


one another. 


Too bad for Mrs. Vireo and 
Mrs. Catbird, in the first place, 
for they were both quite miserable. 
No bird is ever happy with ruffled 
feathers. Too bad for the First 
Birderian Church of Wington in 
the second place, because almost 
everybird knew about it andsome 
took Mrs. Vireo’s. side, while 
others were for Mrs. Catbird. And 
withal there was no little squawk- 
ing and quacking in public and 
still more in private, which is not 
a nice thing in any church. 

I am not sure how it started. 
Various reports were in circulation 
as is always the case when two 
prominent church members have 
trouble. One report had it that it 
all began the Sunday Mrs. Vireo 
came to church with a new spring 
feather in her hat. She looked 
quite stunning, as a matter of 
fact, but Mrs. Catbird, being “put 
out” because she had not thought 
of it first, whispered to Mrs. 
Starling, “What an outlandish 
creation! What some old hens will 
do to attract attention!”—which 
might not have been so bad but 
for the fact Mrs. Crow overheard 
her and told Mrs. Vireo. “Jeal- 
ousy!’”’ snapped Mrs. Vireo. After 
that she didn’t care for Mrs. Cat- 
bird at all, and always tried to sit 
on the opposite side of the church 
on Sundays so she wouldn’t have 
to speak to her. 

Silly! wasn’t it, to make so 
much ado over a little feather? 
But both Mrs. Catbird and Mrs. 
Vireo were very vain women—I 
mean birds. So _ several new 
feathers ruffled up every time they 
met, even though their words to 
one another were as soft and as 
sweet as honey! 

Once they almost made up. 
There was the Sunday morning 
that Pastor Penguin preached on 
the text, “Except ye forgive men 
their trespasses, neither will your 
Heavenly Father forgive you.” In 
the quiet prayer period following 
that sermon, both of them felt so 
very guilty and ashamed! Mrs. 
Vireo said to herself, “This very 
afternoon I will ring up Mrs. Cat- 
bird on the phone.” While Mrs. 
Catbird made up her mind that 
she would call on Mrs. Vireo and 


apologize. But afterward each of 


them began to think that it was 
the other’s place to make the first 
move, so neither did anything. 

But shall I tell you how they 
did become reconciled? It was 
quite early in the spring when 
something very wonderful happen- 
ed in Mrs. Vireo’s nest—three 
little eggs became three little 
birds. As Edwin Markham, the 
poet, has it: 


“There are three green eggs in a 
small brown pocket, 
And the breeze will swing and 
the gale will rock it, 
‘Til three little birds on the thin 
edge teeter, | 
And our God be glad, and our 
world be sweeter!” 


It was certainly one happy day 
in the Vireo family when those 
three little birdies pecked their 
way through their shells and be- 
gan to say, “Peep, peep” to one 
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About two weeks later, while 
Mrs. Vireo was away hunting her 
babies a worm, Mrs. Catbird was 
searching for something soft with 
which to line her ‘nest, when to 
her surprise and delight she came 
upon the end of a nice brown 
string— 

“Just the thing 

A piece of string” 
she sang and away she flew with 
the end tightly clasped in her 
bill. Then she began to line her 
nest, pulling in more and more 
of the string as she did. But at 
last she was not able to pull any 
more, for somehow the string had 
become tight. So away she flew, 
following along the string to find 
out what was the matter. 

About thirty feet away she 
came to—what do you suppose? 
Mrs. Vireo’s nest!—or rather what 


had been her nest—for now it was 
almost a total wreck. You see, 
Mrs. Vireo had built her nest out 
of the other end of the string and 
Mrs. Catbird, although of course 
she did not know it, had been 
ruining the Vireo nest as she fixed 
her own. The three little Vireos 
had fallen to the ground, sprain- 
ing their ankles as they did so, 
and were almost frightened to 
death. 

What did Mrs. Catbird do? She 
flew to her nest to bring the string 
back and just as fast as she could 
she set to work to rebuild Mrs. 
Vireo’s nest. Then down to the 
foot of the tree, where by this 
time the three little Vireos were 
shaking from the cold. She in- 
vited them one by one to hop up 
on her back, and thus carried 
them safely back to their nest 
again. Then she sat down on the 
nest and spread her wings over 
them so they wouldn’t catch bird- 
monia. And do you know, when 
she did that, so much love welled 
up in her heart that her ruffled 
feathers all smoothed out again. 
When Mrs. Vireo came back and 
heard what had happened, she was 
so relieved to find her children 
safe, and so grateful to Mrs. Cat- 
bird, that her feathers smoothed 
out too, and this is what she said, 
“Mrs. Catbird, if you will move 
your nest over here in this tree 
close to ours, you can build with 
the other end of the string. I am 
sure there will be enough for both 
of “us.” 

And that is what happened. So 
the Catbirds and the Vireos have 
been 'the best of friends ever since, 
Their little birds play together al- 
most every day and I am sure they 
will never make the mistake thé@ir 
mothers did. Yes, Mrs. Catbird and 
Mrs. Vireo still come to church, 
and best of all they come now in 
the right spirit. 


(From Bird Life in Wington, by 
Rev, J. Calvin Reid. The four- 
teenth of thirty chapters to appear 
regularly in THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD. This book may be had for 
$1.50 from The Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 W. Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
ing, and Brother Bill and I will 
each speak twice daily. 

I fly to Western Canada. to be 
in great Youth meetings at Red 
Deer and Lacombe July 1, 2, then 
back to Canadian Keswick, 140 
miles North of Toronto, July 3-8 
or 9. STIR No eonnten = 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD Con- 
ference on Revival and Soul Win- 
ning at Lake Louise, Toccoa, Geor- 
gia, comes Monday, July 10 
through Sunday, July 16. What an 
array of great speakers and mu- 
sicians to warm the heart and 
build revival fires! Speakers in- 
clude Lee Roberson, E. J. Daniels, 
Rolfe Barnard, Bill Rice, Ray 
Cutchin, John R. Rice and others. 
Albert Lane and Harry Clarke will 
be in charge of the music here al- 
so. What a beautiful vacation spot! 
What comfort and rest and recrea- 
tion! 

July 16-23 is SworRD OF THE 
LORD CONFERENCE on Revival and 
Soul Winning at Cedar Lake, In- 
diana, Dr. D. A. McCall, chair- 
man. He will speak, as well as 
Evangelist Louis Wunneburger 
from Texas, Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., 
Evangelist Bill Rice and I, with 
the Harry Carke-Albert Lane 
team in charge of the big musi- 
cal program. 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD con- 
ference in the Southwest will be 
held at Baptist State Assembly 
Grounds, Siloam Springs, Arkan- 
sas, six days, Sunday through 
Friday, August 6-11. Hear the rich 
program, which will include the 
following speakers: Bob Jones, Sr, 
D. A. (Scotchie) McCall, Joe 
Henry Hankins, Clifton Brannon, 
Jim Lamb, Bill Rice, John R. Rice 


LITHUANIA CALLS 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1% 
profess Christ as Saviour! Since 1928 
we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 


nents, 

Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. 
Your prayers and help requested. 

LITHUANIAN — ASS’N. 


P. O. Box 488-L, Chicago 90, Mlinois 
Interdenominational—A Work of. Faith 
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the campus before | enrolled 

and found in every face a Light, in 
every heart a Song; and these, 

not of man, but of God. 
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additional cost above regular academic tuition. 


Academy in connection. Regular seminary courses offered in School of Religion. 


charge of my own sparkling team 
—Mr, and Mrs. Steward and Al- 
bert Lane, and will be, as young 
people say, “Out of this world!” 


Editor’s Burden 
The Lord is wonderfully bless- 
ing THE SWORD OF THE LORD work. 
Last year we spent $230,000 in 
getting out the gospel. This year 
we hope to increase that by at 


worth of Christian literature and 


increasing and greatly stengthen- 
ing our extension’ force of evan- 
gelists. THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
circulation which fluctuates 
around 75,000 weekly, we hope to 
raise to 100,000 paid subscriptions 
by January 1. 

I have wonderful helpers in 
Wheaton—Mr. Walter E. Hand- 
ford, Jr., manager; Mr, Charles 
T. Lampman, managing editor of 
THE SWORD OF THE D and su- 
pervising promotion and advertis- 
ing; Mrs. Margie McCall helping 
me direct Sword Book Club, and 
many others. We greatly need your 
prayers and support for: ‘the tre- 
mendous work of this non-profit 
Sword of the Lord Foundation. 
We are hearing from hundreds of 
people saved through our litera- 
ture, hundreds of Christian work- 
ers encouraged and fired for soul 
winning. Send your subscriptions. 
Support our Free Literature Fund. 
Will you pray for this work daily, 
as do hundreds of others? 

May God bless this issue of THE 
SworRD OF THE LorD to your heart. 


Improve Your Preaching 
“90 lessons in Homiletics,” using 15 work- 
able outline methods, with 9 Bible Charts 
for $1. Will help you or money refunded. 
Sent C.O.D. 

J. EDWIN NEWBY, 10-44, Westfield, Ind. 
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Revival Books 


The spirit of revival is in the air. Peo- 
ple are hungry for revival literature. 
They are buying this kind of revival 
literature. How's your library? You 
should have these popular books to 
read and to lend. 


Power of Pentecost 


The newest, largest, most exhaustive 
study in print on soul-winning power. A 
book of ripest scholarship by John R. 
Rice. Avoids the pitfalls of false cults 
and extremists. Solid Bible teachings. 
441 pages 


How to Have a Revival 


Twenty-five chapters of instruction in. 
revival technique by Evangelist Appel- 
man, Bob Jones, Sr., Hankins, Wells, 
Hendley and John R. Rice. A book for 
everyone praying for revival. Preachers 
need it. Church members need it. Every 
Christian will find it good, timely read- 


ing. 399 pages 3.00 
Soul Winher’s Fire 


Eight burning messages on the soul- 
winner's passion, power and joy by John 
R. Rice. The burning words of a man 
who is himself aflame for God. Real help 
for those who want to play an effective 
part in the present day period of re- 


vival. 114 pages ......--.- $1.25 
Revival Appeals 


This book by Dr. John R. Rice has 
set revival fires burning in the hearts 
of ministers and church members alike. 
Sixteen chapters of fervent appeal. Sim- 
ple yet dramatic in language and bless- 
ed of God in actual use. Readers will 
catch the burning desire to see souls 
saved. A great deal of good reading 
has been crammed into 16 chapters 
which make up this popular book. 216 


50 


The Ruin of a Christian | 

Twelve stirring sermons especially for 
Christians. These Bible messages by Dr. 
Rice have been used of God to reprove, 
rebuke and exhort Christians in every 
part of the U. S$. and Canada. Just the 
book to inspire our hearts for revival. 


253 pages $2.00 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
214 W. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Friends: 


Enclosed find remittance of $ 
for which please send me the following 
book(s) : 


..--The Power of Pentecost ~.._$3.00 

| ----How to Have a Revival ~.._ 3.00 
.---The Soul-Winner’s Fire ~.-. 1.25 
----Revival Appeals --- 1,50 
.---The Ruin of a Christian ~... 2.00 
Name 


Address 


and others. Here music will be in | 


least 50%. Our goal is $350,000 ~ 


soul-winning work done. We are. 
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